
By 1537» th e  v i l l a g e  s tre x c h e d  cux a m ile  lo n g  from e a s t to  west w ith  X " ' rows o f  lo g  houses f r o n t in g  th e  s x ie e t  te n  to  f o r t y  rods a p a rt and one fram e h o u se, i'he lo g  houses fe a tu r e s  f lo o r s  s o l i t  out o f  v ;h ite  a sh , ro o fe d  w ith  p e e le d  basswood b a r k , e. la d d e r th rou gh  a. h o le  in  one co rn e r to  go u p s t a i r s ,  a tra p d o o r in  th e  f lo o r  f o r  a c e l l a r ,  a huge f ir e p la .e e  made o f  sto n e a.nd c l a y ,  and a chimney o f  s t ic k s  p la s te r e d  w ith  mud on th e  in s id e , -before c a n d le s  co u ld  be made a s t r ip  o f  cotxen f la n n e l  put in  an open d is h  o f  la r d  and r e s t in g  on th e edge o f  i t  was used to f u r n is h  th e l i g h t .B r . h e d z ie  bought h is  f i r s t  g a llo n  o f  kerosene f o r  S I . 5O and a lamn v iith  a chimney f o r  ^3.00  in  th e  f i f t i e s .Sawby or B aaba, th e C h ie f  o f  th e l o c a l  In d ia n s  th e  Pottavram ies was a fre q u e n t v i s i t o r  to  th e  a r e a .B e fo re  a s to r e  was ooened in  1853| and u n t i l  he moved ai-ray, vjhich was f o r  about th e f i r s t  10 y e a rs  o f  th e  v i l l a g e ' s  l i f e ,  K o r t o n 's  B la c k sm ith  Bhop v:as th e  p la c e  f o r  g e n e r a l d is c u s s io n . The V.higs were B a r b e r , ^ i c ’< ih s o n , G ris ', o ld , ^ a i r f i e l d ,  B q u ie r , h e a rs  and h e C o t t e r . The Dem ocrats vjere h a r t i n , R o b in so n , lio r to n . Brownin g  a,nd F u l l e r .  The s o lita r y '’ member o f  th e A b o l i t i o n i s t  movement was b i l lc .r d  D a v is , though one o f  th e  b e s t ed u cated  and b e s t  read man in  town he v;as a p o l i t i c a l  o u tc a s t  u n t i l  Arm strong and Hopkins moved in  and D r. K e d zie  ca,mc in  
185 '̂. Boon w ith  th e  o r g in a z a t io n  o f  th e R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty  in  1854 a l l  W higs, P r e e - s o i l  Dem ocrats and a b o l i t i o n i s t s  u n ite d  und er the R e p u b lica n  P a r t y .V e r m o n tv ille  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n ta in e d  th e  area  from v;hich s e v e r a l  nearby to r a s h ip s  were l a t e r  form ed. ( C h e s te r  in  l8 3 9 i B u n fie ld  in  1842 and Roxand in  1 8 4 3 .)In  1843 th e  Chapel \ia.s b u i l t  f o r  a s c h o o l and church and in  I 846 an A cad em ical A s s o c ia t io n  was form ed. T h is  i s  now s ta n d in g  on th e  n o rthw est thep u b lic  s q u a re . Rev. Vi. U . B e n e d ic t th e  nev: C o n g re g a tio n a l M in is t e r  was th e  Supe rin te n d e n t w ith  s c h o la r s  from v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  Baton County and from B a t t le  C re e k , The p re se n t C o n g re g a tio n a l church  was b u i l t  in  1862 and th e  M e th o d ist church (U n ite d )  was moved to  th e  P u b lic  Square in  1877«T h is  h is t o r y  was p rep ared  he V e r m o n tv ille  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y  v;hich was founded in  Februe.ry o f  1960 to  p re s e rv e  th e  h is t o r y  o f  th e  a re a  and t h i s  Academy, w hich was opened to  th e p u b lic  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e as a Museum on Maple Syrup F e s t i c a l  D ay, 196?•

/f?/ - / f > - ^


